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With the Eyes of our Hearts Enlightened – Minister’s Message
--Rev. Maggie Watts-Hammond
Imagine if you can, that you are standing on a platform, (9 ¾) waiting for a train –an “express”.  An adventure is just beginning, with strange new possibilities and strange new friends.  The adventure demands the wisdom of owls, the faithfulness of friends, the power of memory and the prophecy of unlikely people, and the sustaining vision of a loving sacrifice so great, we have no choice but to live up to it.
Autumn in our culture is a time of new beginnings and, just like Harry Potter, a new adventure begins in the fall.  We have begun Fall 2011 with a Family Fun Night based on Harry Potter. For any of you who don’t know, Harry Potter is a young boy, insulted and abused by his aunt and uncle, living under the stairs, when he is told he is more than he ever dreamed.  He is not just the wizard – he is the hope for peace in the wizarding world.
JK Rowling’s imaginative books are not just for kids.  The story of discovery, adventure and heroism, is also a story of faith that love and friendship can overcome all darkness.  Or as Craig Ferguson says of a similar hero – “the triumph of intellect and romance, over violence and cynicism”.  
Rowling makes no bones in the final instalment of her story, that the adventure she imagines has a foundation in Christian themes of love, sacrifice and redemption that overcomes death.  And that in those themes we find a pattern of faithfulness that calls us to action, and makes heroes of the most unlikely people.
This is the adventure to which we too are called.  Not an imaginary one, however compelling, but a real one in a real world that needs heroism, vision, prophecy, hard work and friendship just as badly as Harry Potter’s imaginary one.  
Paul wrote to a struggling church these words:
For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all God’s people, I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.  I pray that with the eyes of your hearts enlightened you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe.--Ephesians 1: 2 -19


400 Years Later – The Bible in English
This year, English speaking Christians around the world celebrate the 400th Anniversary of the publication of the first “Authorized” version of the Bible in English.  As both head of state, and head of the Church of England, King James 1 of England & V of Scotland, sponsored the translation of the bible and its publication – partly as a way of mollifying Puritan forces in Britain.  
Some historians believe that James himself did not actually take this project very seriously.  Certainly he could have no idea of the ramifications of this work over many centuries.  
People learned to read because of this book.  Although this was not the first translation into English, it was the first time the Bible was broadly and affordably available to the majority of people.  Scholars such as Christopher Hill writes in The Seventeenth Century Revolution that the availability and authority of the new Bible sponsored a new wave of education and an upsurge in literacy.  Increased rates of literacy led to profound changes in technology, business and culture and led indirectly to the speed at which the Industrial Revolution changed European culture.
The language of the King James embedded the comfort, and the stories and the awe of the Bible in our hearts because the poetry of its language made it easy to remember:
The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want, he makest me to lie down in green pastures, he restoreth my soul.
Whither can I goest that thou are not there?
I lift up mine eyes to the hills, from whence cometh my help.
The King James Version set the standard for translation – that it should be accurate, meaningful, understandable and could be read aloud.  
However, right from the beginning there were questions of accuracy.  To be understandable to an English audience, it couldn’t always be literal.  So the idiom was lost and sometimes the meaning.  Even the King James translation was highly political.  Old Testament scholars protested changes such as the word slave translated as servant or hand- maid.  And the New Testament had its problems too: the word “diaconos” which means servant or priest of Christ applies to both men and women.  However, the translators used a different word in English for women, so women would not claim to be priests or apostles.  
Over time, the meaning of some of the English words changed.  In some cases the olde English words even became offensive.  So over the centuries the KJV has regularly been updated or slightly changed.  
But through all this – the strength and power of this version was more than the sum of its translators.  English literature is embedded with idiom, phrases and even ideas that are rooted in the poetry of the KJV.  For example, John Donne’s famous poems use conventions of repetition found in Hebrew poetry:
I have lov'd, and got, and told,
But should I love, get, tell, till I were old,
I should not find that hidden mystery.
And John Milton, inspired by the ideas, images and poetry of Genesis, wrote Paradise Lost which took over the popular imagination with the story of the war in heaven and images of paradise – here is his beautiful description of Eve’s first day:
That day I oft remember, when from sleep
I first awaked, and found myself reposed
Under a shade on flowers, much wondering where
And what I was, whence thither brought, and how.
Not distant far from thence a murmuring sound
Of waters issued from a cave, and spread
Into a liquid plain, then stood unmoved
Pure as the expanse of Heaven; I thither went
With unexperienced thought, and laid me down
On the green bank, to look into the clear
Smooth lake, that to me seemed another sky.
Like Eve’s “liquid plane” the KJV reflected our awe and wonder back at us, creating culture founded on the English Language, and then in spiral turn, reflecting the language of literature back into bible stories and in turn again, into our hearts.
Oakridge will be looking at the history of the KJV and at translation in general in worship and in our Wondering Wednesday study group in these next weeks.


Things we enjoyed:
[image: ]














The Oakridge Community Block Party.  Many people met up with us at the block party where we shared informa-tion on OUC, met with people from all over the city, and shared space with St. Stephen’s United, the Multifaith Action Society and Be the Change Earth Alliance.
Rod came and tried St. Stephen’s labyrinth in the last of the summer sun. 


Family Fun Night
This year’s Harry Potter theme proved to be a big draw as we welcomed some families from Wilson Heights United and the St. Giles Preschool, as well as other folks from the wider community. A big thank you to the organizers and helpers. Watch for a report and photographs in the winter newsletter.


Things to look forward to:


[image: Description: http://oakridgeunited.org/admin/rotator/King%20James%20study.jpg]WONDERING WEDNESDAYS – 400 YEARS of the KING JAMES BIBLE
Starting Wednesday Sep. 28th
at 7pm
 in the Lounge (downstairs).


We’ll be discussing the history and the effects of the King James Bible, learning about translation and what that means.  We’ll be using videos including KJB The Book that Changed the World, and others.  Bring a bible if you have one – we’ll provide them if you don’t.


FALL THRIFT SALE
“AUTUMN HARVEST”
Sat. Oct. 1, from 9 – 1:30pm
(See ad on page 5)


[image: ]THANKSGIVING SUNDAY–Oct. 9th
A Family Oriented Service for the blessings of family, harvest, faith and community.


THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS - October 30th
A Family Service at which we welcome our friends the Masons.  We will also ac-knowledge those “saints” of this congregation and those who rest in the Memorial Garden.  


FINANCIAL REPORT
--Doug Golding, Treasurer
(as of Aug. 31/11)   August	  Y-T-D
Contributions	$ 6,834	$ 54,412
Thrift Shop		   2,427	   15,502
Use of Facilities	   5,724	   58,494
Total Income	 14,985	 128,408
Expenses		 20,777	 141,533
Excess Expenses    
   Over Income     $  5,792         $ 13,125


PROPERTY
--Sheila Gordon, Chairperson
Sanctuary Wall – The cracks appearing on the southeast wall of the sanctuary have been repaired and it looks great again.
Boiler – It has stopped leaking but at some time soon a new one will be required.
Church Sign – The cover on the east side was replaced with a new piece of plastic due to a huge crack in the old one. Other work will probably be required on this outside sign.
Painting of Downstairs Cupboards – This was well done by hard-working volunteers David Autin, Doug Golding and Roy Teather. Grateful thanks.
Elizabeth Street Entrance – The doors are being refurbished by Roy Teather and Doug Golding.
There seem to be loads of small jobs to attend to, but with great helpers we can make the church building a great place to worship for many years. We do need volunteers from time to time, and would love to have some on the Property Committee.


STEWARDSHIP & OUTREACH
--Rod Hourston, Chairperson
 Mission & Service Fund (M&S)
Total to July 31/2011                $  4,233
August Contribution            	        377
Total to date                  	  $ 4,610
This compares with $4,830 in 2010. 
Outreach - Our project is First United Church Mission. On the first of Sunday of each month the congregation brings donations of food, toiletries and clothing items--such as socks and underwear. 
These are delivered to First United’s thrift 
store on the following Wednesday.
As I mentioned in the last Newsletter our contributions for First United had declined somewhat in June. This has now picked up and on Sep. 7th two full boxes of food were delivered to them. Our thanks to all who contributed.
THRIFT SHOP
--Thrift Shop Committee
Change of Seasons – Summer is fading and fall is definitely upon us… can winter be far behind? More and more customers fill the aisles in our shop in search of warm and clean winter attire. People need coats, jackets, boots, hats and gloves, etc. Incoming donations of fall/winter attire keep our enthusiastic volunteers busy unpacking, pressing, pricing and placing items on display for sale.
With fall comes our annual
      “AUTUMN HARVEST SALE”
 Sat., Oct. 1 from 9-1:30 for:
Preserves & Home Baking,
Books, Collectibles, Jewelry,
Housewares, Never-used items, 
New Wedding Dresses, Accessories,
Boutique Racks for Adults & Juniors
Gift Certificates available.
Light Lunch from 11:30 to 1pm
For this sale to be successful, we need to ask volunteers to donate home baking, preserves, jams, jellies, to help with preparations for the sale, and to work at their favourite table on sale day. Please consider joining us to ensure this sale is a huge success this year.
Spreading the Word – As of Sep. 12th, Thrift Shop activities will be advertised in the “Coffee News” newsletter which is available in coffee shops located in Oakridge, Marpole, and Kerrisdale.
Note of Thanks – To all those who volunteered in so many ways over the summer, we express our most sincere thanks.



UNITED CHURCH WOMEN (UCW)	
--Effie Abrahamson
We will soon be meeting together and making plans for the coming season. 
The Omega Unit met Sep. 8th in the lounge at Oakridge and enjoyed a time together. Georgettes met Sep. 19th at a 
member’s home.
Handicraft began their regular 10am Tuesday meetings Sep. 20th. A new quilt from Janet at the Oakridge Seniors’ Centre is in the frame. The big white quilt we did for her, working on it for at least two years, was on display at the centre last week, and after being cleaned and bound—one edge with lace—it is a beauty. Our quilters are very proud of a 
job well done and Janet is very happy.
Please continue to save stamps, cards, wool, Campbell soup labels, eye glasses and pennies for the Church Repair Fund.
For flowers for our Sunday services contact Joan Cook at 604-321-0146.
Special thanks to June Newton and Dorothy Briggs for sending cards to members.
Also, and always, we give special thanks for all Thrift Shop workers.
Special thoughts and prayers are with Joanne Grunerud and Phyllis Scarrow at this time.


WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
--Mindy Lane, Worship Chairperson
Our thanks to Global Community Church for displaying their Thanksgiving banners.
The B. C. Boys Choir will participate in our Advent III service Dec. 11th. We now have enough ‘More Voices’ hymn books for the choir, and some have been purchased for the congregation.
Dave Autin, Cameron Collins, and Dave Avery have agreed to assist with the operation of the P.A. system. Duncan and Connor Fesenmaier will continue to operate the system for Sunday mornings.

Time Line:
Oct. 2	World Communion Sunday
Oct. 9	Thanksgiving Sunday
Oct. 30	Masons attending. Service
    will conclude at the Memorial Garden.
Nov. 6	Communion in the pews
Nov. 13	Remembrance Day Sunday
Nov. 27	Advent I


BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP
As we enter our 6th year we look forward to our monthly meetings (usually on 1st Mondays) to discuss the following:
Oct – Secret Daughter, by S. S. Gowda
Nov – The Cherry Orchard, Chekhov
Dec – Larry’s Party, Carol Shields
Further details can be obtained from Pat Pratt at 604-526-0944.


COMING EVENTS
Benefit Concert for 1st United
Tues., Sep. 27th at 7pm
at St. Andrew’s-Wesley United Church.
Tickets $22 available from Dorothy Briggs 
or the church office.
Carpooling can be arranged by calling Dorothy at 604-327-7337.





PHOTO DIRECTORY
--Dorothy Briggs
There was a good turn out for the photo-grapher, and we look forward to receiv-ing the new directories later this fall.
OUT & ABOUT
Lillian Hunt & Dave Autin
 announced their engagement 
earlier this month. We look forward to sharing in their happiness when they decide on a date for their church wedding.
The Blussons spent time with their son and his family in Williams Lake this summer.
Cathy Mennie was excited to have a week in Whistler at a family reunion this summer—a nice change from her care home at Adanac Park Lodge. We were happy to hear that you were up to the trip, Cathy, and wish you well in gaining back your walking skills.
Cheryl Entwistle, our hardworking chairperson of the Thrift Shop Committee, has just returned from a week in Winnipeg visiting her sister.
Doug Golding, his kids and grandkids camped for a week in Kananaskis in July, sighting bears, elk, deer and mountain sheep. Doug worked in Kananaskis in the 1970’s.
Joyce Livingston is presently on a week’s cruise to Alaska with her son Doug, daughter-in-law Linda, and granddaughter Sarah—a nice break after her duties helping Dorothy with arrangements and appointments for the photo directory.
Janice and Grant Douglas were thrilled to have youngest child, Conor, home for almost a month with his lovely wife Ramona and sweet baby girl Sofia. Some of you might remember Janice emailing Maggie from Lithuania to say a  special blessing  in church for their marriage last year. As few of the family could be at the wedding in Europe,  this summer they had a Westcoast wedding celebration with all but the official ceremony (already done). Guests came from afar and both Janice and Grant and their daughter Brooke and  husband Doug, were hosts to  full houses of people. As Conor and Ramona are making their home in Amsterdam for the next three years, it was a very special time for friends and relatives to reconnect and to meet Conor's new family. 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\New\My Documents\My Pictures\Douglas Family.JPG]
Janice and Grant left Sept. 10th for  6 weeks in Europe. They will reconnect with walking friends in England, then  go to Italy (including Sicily), enjoy a cruise of Turkey and the Greek islands, visit Amsterdam of course and return October 22nd. The grand life of 
retirement!
Violet Wilson has settled very happily in her new abode at Clarendon Court, 
6404 Clarendon Street (near 49th Ave.)
Irene Donegan is now in Arbutus Care Centre, 4505 Valley Drive.
In Sympathy:
Condolences to Jean and her family on the death of her brother, Jack McIver, on September 9th. A celebration of life was held here on the 16th.


ON THIS DAY IN SEPTEMBER
Mend a quarrel.
Search out a forgotten friend.
Dismiss a suspicion and
     replace it with trust.
Encourage someone who has lost faith.
Keep a promise.
Forget an old grudge.
Examine your demands on others
     and vow to reduce them.
Fight for a principle.
Express your gratitude.
Overcome an old fear.
Take two minutes to appreciate
     the beauty of nature.
Tell someone you love them.
Tell them again and again and again.


Stewardship Illustrations
“If things keep going this way, it’s going to be hard to buy a week’s groceries for $20.”
 “We won’t be going out much anymore. Our babysitter wants 50 cents an hour.”
“Did you see where some hockey player  just signed a contract for $75,000 a year?”
“I don’t think we’ll get away on holiday this year. It costs nearly $15 to stay in a hotel for a night.”
“If they raise the price of coffee to 15 cents, I’ll just have to drink mine at home.”
If you chuckled at any of these, you might want to reflect on how much or how little your own givings have changed over the passing years.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Although things are not perfect
Because of trial or pain
Continue in thanksgiving
Do not begin to blame
Even when the times are hard
Fierce winds are bound to blow
God is forever able
Hold on to what you know
Imagine life without His love
Joy would cease to be
Keep thanking Him for all the things
Love imparts to thee
Move out of “Camp Complaining”
No weapon that is known
On earth can yield the power
Praise can do alone
Quit looking at the future
Redeem the time at hand
Start every day with worship
To “thank” is a command
Until we see him coming
Victorious in the sky
We’ll run the race with gratitude
Xalting God most high
Yes, there’ll be good times and
     yes some will be bad, but…
Zion waits in glory…where none are ever
     sad!
THE ULTIMATE GIFT WRAP
The epidermis, known as skin,
wraps up bones and things within,
It’s petal smooth when it’s brand new,
and it comes in varied tints and hues.
It loosens, though, with passing time,
and wrinkles somewhat, past its prime.
But it’s our finest wrap, no doubt,
it keeps what’s in, from falling out.


WORTH THINKING ABOUT
To be happy ourselves
is a most effectual contribution
to the happiness of others.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

During World War II food was very scarce in Holland. There was a woman who would knit a pair of socks every week and take them to a local farmer to exchange for dairy products. The cotton yarn was obtained by unravelling a large bedspread crocheted by her grand-
mother.
When the bedspread was down to its final skein, she told the farmer’s wife that this was the last pair of socks and could they exchange something else. “That’s fine,” said the farmer’s wife, “I only needed one more to finish my bedspread.”  
-----------------------------------------------------------
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