MINISTER’S MESSAGE 
--Rev. Maggie Watts-Hammond 
The Secret Celebration
--  Is Chocolate all there is? 

Many years ago, Jesus was walking down the hill when he met a rabbit.  The rabbit had a waistcoat and a pocket watch, and a basket of eggs.  She kept looking at her watch and saying “O dear, I’m late.”  Jesus said to her, “What’s the matter?”  And she said, I have to deliver all these eggs to all the children before Sunup tomorrow, I’m late, I’m late, I’m late!”  So Jesus helped her deliver all the eggs and that was the first Easter.Christ is Risen, by Stushie


Oooops.  That’s not the story we’re celebrating, is it?  In the midst of stuffed bunnies, and chocolate Eggstravaganzas, it’s easy to forget or ignore the story of resurrection. 

The story of chocolate eggs is easier to tell and easier to sell, but there’s no hope there, there’s nothing to transform our lives, enliven our hearts, enoble our efforts, comfort the mourning, no cause to commit our lives to.  But there is another story, the one we are afraid to tell in our culture, that people cling to even though they fear to tell it.

God looked on all God’s people and saw that they suffered.  They had turned so far from God and from what was best within them that they could not raise themselves from violence, death and darkness.  They couldn’t hear God’s voice, or see God’s wonder, or feel God’s heart and hand.  So God became one of us, so the people could see and hear and feel God with them.  Jesus was that man, Emmanuel – God with us, in a mystery that we have never fully understood but only hope for.  Jesus lived, being the presence of God for everyone that he met, feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, healing the sick, and giving allegiance only to God.  When every one cares for every other one, an empire based on violence and greed and power cannot stand.  And the people in power were so threatened by this possibility, that they made false accusations against Jesus, they arrested him, tortured him and killed him.  But God cannot be killed, and the human desire for God cannot be destroyed, and on the third day after he was killed, Jesus’ friends came to the tomb and found it empty.  Mary of Magdala met him in the garden, Peter and John spoke with God’s messenger who told them “He is gone, he is not here”.  Again and again over many weeks, his friends met him, on the road, in a locked room, by the seashore.  And each time he told them, “care for my people, witness to the life you found in me, baptise in my name 
and give hope to the world”.  
So we tell the story of hope and life and 
resurrection:
That the defeated can rise again. 
That the home lost can be rebuilt again.  That the presence of God can be found again.  
That the old dry bones can live again.  
That the story can come alive again. That the story can become flesh again.  That He will come again.

Children will sing songs again.  Old women will see visions.  Old men will tell their tales.  And the young will dream dreams of heroism – not of war, and bones, but of saving lives, and world changing service, of pitting themselves against the dangers and the demands of empire and coercion, or of living lives in the pursuit of great scientific wonder, or searching for great love, and grasping for friendship, and charity and grace with every intake of God-given breath.

Tell the story.  Live the story.  Walk the story.  Carry the story.  Every time you offer a chocolate egg, every time you unwrap one, every time you crack open an egg and prepare a meal.  Remember the story of resurrection.


MINISTER’S REPORT
--Rev. Maggie Watts-Hammond

I have a pot of primroses blooming in my office, bright purple and yellow, in a pot painted and planted by the Sunday School.  That symbol of hope blooming was made by the Sunday School kids, fund raising for the campaign against AIDS in Africa.  

Oversight Visit  Every three years we are visited by guests from Presbytery, the body that represents all the churches in our area.  Our visitors came and met with council, came to worship, and interviewed the staff.  They’ll report to presbytery on the health of the congregation and will make some recommendations for us.  We’ll receive a copy of the report in the next month.  This is our opportunity to look beyond our selves, and to ask for advice or suggestions from people looking with fresh eyes.

 “Sowing Promise, Growing Leaders” was the course held at Loon Lake I attended in April.  The Rt. Rev. Peter Short was our leader – a man of quiet strength of purpose and deep wisdom.  

Both the funniest and the most profound thing Peter told us was that in recent review of the annual reports of congregations – every single one said “We are in transition”.    Transition is the landscape in which churches exist today – there is promise, possibility, wonder and fellowship and the struggle for life – but there is no certainty.  I learned more than that and you’ll be hearing about it in the future.

Frameworks 2011  - Church Buildings
The United Church offered a day long workshop about church buildings in March and Maggie, John Pratt and Win Waterhouse attended.  A few learnings:  “It’s easier to know what to do with your building when the congregation has a clear idea of the mission in the community.”  We need to “know when to hold ‘em, know when to fold ‘em!”  “What we say we are about, needs to be reflected in what we do or the community won’t trust us.”  There is advice help from the United Church if the congregation embarks on a building program, but not financial help!”  People are more willing to give to building programs or renovations if the mission is clear. City governments are reluctant to give approval to churches for housing programs if it changes the zoning from “Assembly” to “Residential”.  Building programs take up to TEN years from start to finish.  

Mardi Gras and Ash Wednesday
Around the world people eat variations on pancakes on the Tuesday before Lent “Mardi Gras”.  The men prepared a wonderful meal and we had crafts with the kids and good conversation.

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the time of preparation, and we gathered in the sanctuary for a service of prayer and ashes.  We wrote notes – promises to God and ourselves and burned those symbols of offering.  We gathered stones to remind us of the promises we had made for prayer and preparation.  Don’t forget to bring the stones back on Easter morning.   


MUSIC NEWS
--Madelene Klassen, Minister of Music
Throughout the year and, for every season and occasion, the volunteer choir prepares music that is contemplative, joyful, energetic and fun. What the choir and music program tries to achieve could be embodied in the phrase “preparing the way”. We prepare the way for prayer, praise and 
worship, and daily life.
Our Lenten music prepares the way for the Messiah, whose life we again experience during Holy Week, Palm Sunday and the season of Easter. We sing with a longing for redemption. In 2011 we celebrate Palm Sunday on April 17. Good Friday on April 22, and Easter on April 24. This Easter, trumpeter Derry Byrne will join our service. Later in May or June the bell choir will rehearse 
and ring the changes for us.
Without the dedication and faithfulness of our music volunteers, the music of the church would not flourish; without the mentoring of new singers it would not continue. We welcomed Ken and Kelly Fesenmaier to the choir, and Connor as bass guitar, Duncan and Connor as sound system men. The family enjoys their faith together; Josie sings soprano and Rob rings the bell peal before Worship, Josie’s father at one time sang in choir and men’s groups. We are fortunate for the return of other choir members who have been ill or have 
been travelling.
Thank you all for your support, kindnesses and encouragement this year. May our music continue to bring you the gift of healing and hope.
 

 
REPORT of COUNCIL & BOARD CHAIR
--Tom Holmes
Some random thoughts
on church life this Easter season:
The council meets once a month, with each committee presenting a report to be discussed and approved. Meetings are approximately an hour and a half long. We are still looking for new members to help on these committees. Of these I would especially think of our Property Committee that will be left short handed by the demise of John Pratt. Sadly, John passed away March 30 after suffering a heart attack a couple of weeks earlier. I want to remember his devotion to the upkeep of our church premises. He gave of his time and energy on behalf of all who worship here, and deserves our grateful 
thanks.
We are indeed blessed to have a special staff led by our Minister, Maggie, as well as our Minister of Music, Madelene, who brings out the very best in our growing choir. Also, let us not forget all those who cheerfully  volunteer whether it be in the Thrift Shop or in other areas. Happy Easter to all , and may God bless.


FUN FUNDRAISING
--Win Waterhouse
On Sunday March 20th the GospelBoys made a return visit to Oakridge United to give a concert of old gospel hymns and spirituals. These performers are all members of the Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir and donated their time and talents to us as a fund raiser.

Sharon Hallsor (Pratt) made tickets and posters. The latter were placed in community centres, apartment blocks and other churches. Rev. Maggie posted the information on several web sites including our own.  The Concert was well advertised and it worked, as folk were lining up for tickets half an hour before it began--before we were ready! We had hoped for a good crowd, with people in the balcony, and it was 
gratifying to see it happen.
Here are some of the comments;
- “Lovely to hear the old gospel songs and I would come again, but the cushions on the pews are impossible to sit on.”
- “It was great to see the sanctuary and balcony full of people.”
- “I wish we had clapped along more.”
- “Let us know if they come again.”
- “I loved their wit and humour.”
- “We should do a Concert like this at 
	our Church.” 
This concert was not only well received but $1,325 was raised for Oakridge United. Thank you to Pat Pratt and daughter, Sharon, for help in making the posters and tickets, also with the sale of tickets. Also thank you to Rev Maggie for advertising and support.
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FINANCIAL REPORT
--Doug Golding, Treasurer

(as of February 28, 2011)
  
FEBRUARY	  Y-T-D 	

Contributions		$ 5,049	$ 11,912
Thrift Shop		   1,504	     2,994
Use of Facilities	   6,688	   13,685

Total Income		 13,241	   28,591
Expenses		 16,934	   33,798

Excess Expenses         $ 3,693              $ 5,207
  Over Income



STEWARDSHIP & OUTREACH
--Rod Hourston, Chairperson
 MISSION & SERVICE FUND:
Total to Jan.31/11                          $ 610
Contribution - February                    480
Total to date                                 $1,090
This compares with a total of $1410 for 2010.
 OUTREACH:
The Congregation has been good at providing food, special clothing items (underwear and socks) and toiletries to First United Church which is our major 
outreach project.
We have been invited to attend a partner/church representative meeting at First United on April 16 from 9:45am to 11:45am.  First United has undergone huge changes in the past few years and Rev. Ric Matthews will be reporting on what is being planned in the future. 


WORSHIP & CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
--Mindy Lane
The first meeting of the joint committees, Worship & CE took place March 29, 2011.

On April 3rd, the congregation enjoyed having Sue Breisch in our pulpit.  She is a forthcoming candidate for ministry.  

Looking ahead –
April 21, 6 pm - Maundy Thursday Service will be at Wilson Heights.  It will be a ‘Celebration of the Last Supper’.
April 22, 10 am – GOOD FRIDAY Service at Oakridge United.  This will be a joint service with Wilson Heights.  Both choirs will be present.
April 24, 9:30am - EASTER SUNDAY with our Choir and a Trumpeter
May 1		-Communion Service
May 8		- Mother’s Day Service
May 29		- Laurel Dykstra preaching 
                       ( Maggie at Conference)
June 5		-Communion in the pews
June 12		-Pentecost Sunday

Sound System update – We are very fortunate to have Conner and Duncan Fesenmaier, donate their time to run this system on Sunday mornings.  

Christian Education
Nicholas Newman was able to attend a United Church youth retreat.

Sunday School continues with ‘Grandmothers to Grandmothers’ fund raising – they are selling pre-packaged soup and potted plants.  We thank Christine Briggs and Leanne Janzen for providing leadership. I hear they are trying their hand at gardening as well.
 
Bible study continues after church each Sunday with Rev. Roy Stark.  All welcome.

‘Wondering Wednesdays – Simply Christian’ program continues each week at 7 p.m. in the Lounge.  Leadership provided by Rev. Maggie.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
--Christine Briggs

Right now the Sunday School is focusing on the environment. We are trying to tidy the back garden and hope to plant some shady plants, make homemade paving stones with the kids’ handprints on them, possibly build a garden bench out of driftwood, and plant some vegetables and sunflowers.

               
 MINISTRY & PERSONNEL (M&P)
--Win Waterhouse       
Madelene Klassen’s annual performance review has been completed.
Dave Autin’s probationary period was completed March 31st.
Rev. Maggie’s review will be done in the next few weeks. Also a job description.


THRIFT SHOP
--Cheryl Entwistle
Is spring just around the corner
at the Thrift Shop?
On Saturday, March 5, the Thrift Shop held a special sale event to celebrate their 5th anniversary. How quickly the years have passed since we held the first Thrift Shop sale on the stage of the Upper Hall. Whoever would have thought it would expand to be what it is today? The anniversary sale proved
most successful and the profits were in excess of $1800. Those of us on the
committee want to thank all those volunteers who gave so generously of their time and energy. A special thanks to all those who in so many ways assisted to ensure the sale was a success! Collectively we can do good things!
 
If spring is just around the corner, then it is time for us to start preparing for our 
annual 
"Spring has Sprung Sale"
Saturday, May 21 from 9am to 2pm
Garden perennials are always a big success at this sale. Donations of
plants and garden supplies would be greatly appreciated.  Please ask
your family members, friends and neighbours, as soon gardeners will be
dividing perennials and might be 
pleased to donate to this sale.
The Thrift Shop Committee and volunteers want to express our
condolences to Pat Pratt and her family. From the very beginning of
our Thrift Shop, John Pratt believed in us and our project, he listened when we needed an ear, and provided us with the help and support we needed to keep rolling-- for that we are deeply 
grateful. We will miss him.
The Thrift Shop continues to search for volunteers to help at the work bees held Tuesday and Friday mornings from 9-12:30. We continue to be open for business Fridays and Saturdays from 9-1.  Help would be greatly appreciated.
 


UCW (United Church Women)
--Effie Abrahamson
This group is busy doing many jobs about the church. We will be coming up with a meeting date soon for our 
regular springtime meeting together.
Our planned Court Whist Friendship Tea event on the 13th of April was postponed. It conflicted with the annual Oakridge Seniors Spring Sale at the centre, and we decided we should support them and attend their event. We will get together at Oakridge
another time.
We enjoyed the GospelBoys Concert on Sunday, March 20th and their juice and cookies refreshment time. It was a happy day! The Omega Unit decided to have juice and cookies at the after-church fellowship time on the following Sunday. To us it was a good change—
and all went well.
We had a letter from Helen Atkins last week thanking us for remembering her on Valentine’s Day. She is happy, and except for a few aches and pains in her 95thh year, is keeping well. She lives at Amica, 659 Clyde Avenue, West Van. V7T 1C8. Drop her a note if you have a 
spare moment.
Georgettes donate once a year to Operation Eye Sight—a special project they have been helping for years. They receive thanks back and are in touch
with folks they have helped.
We are grateful that June Newton and Dorothy Briggs are in touch with the congregation for us when they send birthday cards to over 80’s, and get 
well/bereavement cards when needed.
Many thanks to Joan Cook for attending to the Sunday sanctuary flowers from Cambie Florist. Call Joan at 604-321-0146 if you want flowers placed 
in church for special occasions.
We miss Joanne Grunerud and Irene Biro at church just now. We hope and pray they will be well and back with us
soon.
Our meetings end with this prayer:
Now go with us, Lord
Into the days ahead.
Strengthen us for peace.
Give us wisdom.
Keep us humble
and may we live and work together
and so striving
build a new and better world
 of tomorrow. Amen



HANDICRAFT
--Effie Abrahamson
Tuesday mornings in the lounge at 10am is a busy time for many ladies of 
the church and the community.
The king-sized quilt we have been working on hopefully will be finished by June. It has been a long time with us. Someday it will be a treasured gift for
some lucky person.
Please continue to save all greeting cards for us—just tear off the message page. We only use the picture on the 
front.
Stamps—used stamps—send the whole envelope or cut off the stamp leaving a 
good margin.
Campbell Soup labels – the company gives playground equipment to needy 
countries and children.
Plastic medical or medicine containers. – First Church uses these for distributing 
food and shampoo, toothpaste etc.
Fellowship of the Church Repair Fund—save your pennies for the big jar on the food table at each Sunday’s fellowship 
time.
The Handicraft ladies enjoy a lunch hour together each Tuesday. Leslie Alexander makes us a delicious cup of tea. Rev. Maggie joins us often, which is a special time for us.



 H E R E  &  T H E R E   
Thank you all for your prayers, caring and many kind deeds, given to me during these past weeks. I appreciate 
your concern. Many thanks.—Irene Biro
Violet Wilson is now at home, commuting to Holy Family just once a week for therapy. She is looking at care home options, and we hope she will 
find somewhere she likes.
Bill Young, who used to be active in Couples Plus died March 28 and a 
private family service is planned.
John Pratt, who was active in many areas of the church died March 30, a couple of weeks after suffering a heart attack. His memorial service was held here April 9th. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Pat at this time.
Nicholas Neumann went to the recent 
United Church children’s retreat……
Cheryl Entwistle enjoyed her month away in Mexico, while the Big Island of Hawaii has hosted some of our congregation this winter: Janice Douglas and Sharon Morrow would love
to return to the latter spot anytime. 
Doug Golding tells us that Maui is pretty nice, too. He was there during the tsunami but it wasn’t bad in the area he was staying. Mindy Lane was able to enjoy that Island before the tsunami troubles. Lesley Alexander recently returned from her annual week in 
Honolulu. 
But I don’t think anyone can beat Jean McKee’s record of going annually to Honolulu since 1978! She does admit, however, that her record isn’t perfect—she did miss one year because she went on a cruise through the Panama Canal instead. For many years she did the Hawaiian trips with her sister, Beth, but after Beth broke her wrist in Hawaii she wasn’t up for travelling anymore. Luckily Jean has found a new travelling companion in Sally, who lives in her 
complex at The Springs.
Dick Abrahamson has done the rototilling of his vegetable patch at Pt. Roberts as a prelude to putting in his 
usual lush garden.
Sheila Gordon is enjoying th last after having the cataracts in both eyes dealt with this year. She had not realized how much she had been missing, and finds everything so much brighter n e spring blossoms this year more than ow. Glad
the operations were a success, Sheila.
OUC has some members that will be pounding the pavement at the Van. Sun Fun Run April 17th:   Christine Briggs, 
as well as Alison & Chris Dicken.
Dorothy Mason is still in the General Hospital. She is now waiting for placement at a care home after suffering a debilitating stroke earlier this 
year. We hope she will be able to find 
somewhere in her old neighbourhood.
Jean Jillings has two grandsons graduating this spring: one as a people doctor, the other as an animal doctor. 
Well done!
Lillian Hunt is looking forward to finding some sun and hotter t weather in Penticton between May 26 and 29th when she and Rev. Maggie will be there representing us at this year’s big B. C. Conference meeting. 
----------------------------------------------------------


Newsletter Team:  Diane Wyllychuk, Jean 
Bartlett, Dorothy Briggs, Joyce Livingston, 
Sharon Morrow, Pat Pratt.


Oakridge United Church   Tel. 604-324-7444
305 W. 41st Ave., Vancouver, B. C.  V5Y 2S5
www.oakridgeunited.org
minister@oakridgeunited.org
office@oakridgeunited.org
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